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 I the travLiQer 
 

Hereby declare that I am ready 

to elevate my travel experience as 

the ultimate form of self-care and 

personal growth. It’s time for me 

to increase the confidence I need 

to travel the world and use my 

confidence in other areas of my 

life. Thanks so much for taking 

action and downloading the 

Passport Lovers Playbook. I trust 

the plays and tactics in this 

playbook help you plan your next 

trip without breaking the bank. 
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ELLO beautiful, thanks so much for saying YES to the  

Passport Lovers Playbook. Get ready to elevate your  

travel experience with these super easy tips + hacks.  

I've curated some of my favorite travel plays I believe will  

provide you the most value for your travel budget and help  

you fill your passport pages. However, consider that these  

strategies work just as well domestically. Pack your bags and  

get ready to experience the world, which is simply a  

borderless classroom. 

H 

Michelle Greene 
Founder, TravLiQ.com 
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[ P l a y  N o .  1 ]  O F F  S E A S O N  T R A V E L  
 

his is perhaps one of the most effective ways you can experience luxury travel on a budget. The 

travel industry is just like any other industry and follows the law of supply and demand. According to 

the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), the global tourism industry is estimated to generate 

over $7 trillion dollars!  So how you can you use the law of supply and demand to your advantage? 

Simple. Think about the most popular times of the year in the United States to travel. They are school vacations 

in the early months of the year, summer vacations and popular holidays including Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

For example, let’s look at tropical destinations. These rates tend to be historically higher in the northern 

hemisphere during winter with Christmas and New Year’s Eve commanding a premium. If you absolutely have 

T 



      PASSPORT LOVERS PLAYBOOK 
 
 

                                  Copyright © www.TravLiQ.com  2 | #travliq 

your heart set on traveling during these peak times, I’ll show you how you can still experience luxury travel at 

these times, but it will require extra planning and being strategic and using everyday spending to get there. 

The tactic here is to research 

peak seasons at your destination – and 

avoid them. Using this strategy, I was 

able to visit Sydney, Australia to 

celebrate our wedding anniversary.  

Hubby and I found an amazing 

‘winter’ deal at the Four Season’s Sydney 

Australia, which I couldn’t resist. This is 

because the seasons are reversed in 

Australia. However, I like mild weather 

and enjoyed the daytime temperature of low 70s Fahrenheit and evening temperatures of 50-60s Fahrenheit. 

Use this easy to implement tactic to your advantage and expand your travel opportunities.  

Another hack to get more bang for your buck is to research emerging destinations. It’s true. These up-

and-coming destinations can offer you a sensational five-star experience at a two-star price point. The hotels 

are simply fabulous. Use your favorite hotel research site to search for villas, boutique hotels and resorts in these 

up-and-coming destinations.  

Plus, you can use travel search engines to unlock destinations that have cheap airfare and hotel deals. 

You can also find business class and first-class fares. Just be sure to select your choice from the drop-down 

menu box as it is automatically defaulted to economy class. Virtually all online search engines have the ability to 

check economy and premium fares. 

https://www.travliq.com/q/4s
https://www.travliq.com/q/4s
https://www.travliq.com/q/search
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Once you have a few countries and/or cities on your list to research, look into the exchange rate. Keep in 

mind that a favorable exchange rate will allow your travel funds to stretch to the maximum. Plus, you’ll be able 

to contribute to the local economy while experiencing a new culture and destination. When you combine these 

tactics, you can truly experience luxury travel on a budget.  
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[ P l a y  N o .  2 ]  S P L U R G E / S A V E  S T R A T E G Y  

 
plurging and saving is a flexible strategy you can employ to help you extend your travel budget. This is 

particularly handy when you know you will be booking tours and activities at your destination. Most of 

the popular sight-seeing tours can be as long as eight hours, which basically requires you to meet the 

tour early in the morning. An all-day tour can sometimes be compared to a 9-to-5 while on vacation. But it is 

certainly more fun. 

Visiting museums, sightseeing opportunities and shopping malls can cause you to spend the majority of 

the day away from your hotel. Consider this. You leave your hotel around 7-8am and return around 5-6pm, 

depending on the traffic. You pretty much get back to your hotel as if you put in a full day at work, but you were 

out exploring your destination and having the time of your life. 

S 
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By the time you reach your hotel or Air B&B room, all you’re in the mood for is D&D - dinner and 

downtime. If you use decide to use this tactic, it’s important to decide upfront what is important to you. If your 

budget permits, you can spend the entire stay at one hotel. If you opt to use the splurge/save strategy while at 

your destination, you can book clean and basic value-priced hotel accommodations.  

This hotel can be used for the days you plan to sightsee and do other activities. When you’re done with 

the major must-see places, check in to the ‘splurge’ hotel to relax, enjoy the facilities and ambience and actually 

get some R&R, which is something most travLiQers don’t seem to get enough of while away from home. 

I enjoy spending the last few days of vacation chilling out, ordering room service and watching movies 

or the local happenings on TV. To really maximize my TV time, I always pack a HDMI cable to connect my 

laptop or mobile device (with an adapter) to the TV in the room. Now I can watch Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, 

Philo or any of my streaming services – just like home.  

Chill time at your destination ensures you are rested before you embark on the journey home. This is the 

perfect time to refresh your body and soul and return home recharged from your travels. One thing I’ve 

realized is that I love staying at different hotels on a trip. Perhaps it’s the wanderlust in me. To get the BEST 

hotel rate, check different days of the week. Sundays through Thursdays tend to have higher rates in big cities 

due to business travelers having meetings in the city.  

You will notice that Fridays and Saturdays having lower rates to attract the leisure weekend getaways 

for the locals. This is usually reversed in resort destinations. Research and see what you come up with for your 

chosen destination, time of year and days of the week. Try this strategy on your next trip and see how much 

further your travel budget stretches.  

https://www.travliq.com/q/search
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[ P l a y  N o .  3 ]  M A K E  E V E R Y D A Y  S P E N D I N G  C O U N T  

 
nother great tip to experience luxury travel on a budget is to turn your everyday spending into 

award travel by accumulating points and miles. This requires a system to leverage your purchasing 

habits. It includes virtually everything you currently buy. Things such as gas, groceries, prescriptions, 

restaurants, mobile bills, Netflix, tuition and the list goes on and on.  

These amounts can add up quickly. The strategy is to apply laser focus and create a process that’s 

unique to your financial situation that will also increase your credit score in the process. Once you set up your 

accounts and online bill payments are in place, simply put all of your purchases onto your credit cards to 

accumulate rewards, no matter how small the purchase.  

A 



      PASSPORT LOVERS PLAYBOOK 
 
 

                                  Copyright © www.TravLiQ.com  7 | #travliq 

You may already use credit cards associated with either a frequent flyer program owned by hotels, 

airlines or major retailers. Here’s the reason I prefer using a Bank’s credit cards reward program. It’s the 

flexibility to redeem travel without blackout dates. For example, most people sign up for a credit card that’s 

tied to a particular travel company or retailer. But the sad reality is, when you finally accumulate enough points 

or miles to redeem a travel award, it may be difficult to find award availability because the allotment may be 

sold out. As a former American Airlines AAdvantage® reservations agent, I remember how difficult finding 

award space for customers would be as seat inventory was extremely limited.  

Here’s what I suggest instead to avoid frustration. Use a credit card you already own that allows you to 

redeem points inside your Credit Card issuer’s reward program. This way, you can redeem your points or miles 

with virtually ANY travel provider. You have the option of using your points or miles as currency to book travel 

with the bank’s credit card online travel portal, that’s if they offer one. This way, you are not at the mercy with 

limited award space because you get to redeem points or miles for travel that you’ve accumulated. Harness 

the power of everyday spending to accumulate points and miles. No blackout dates. Yasssss! 

I currently use this strategy. On occasion, I have transferred points from a credit card reward program 

to a hotel partner within that bank’s reward program. But, and this is a big but, I only do this when I am able to 

find award space since most Bank’s award program allow transfers to their travel partners.  

Never, and I repeat NEVER, NEVER transfer points or miles until you confirm availability FIRST HAND with 

the actual frequent traveler program you want to use. Once you transfer points or miles, you will be unable to 

reverse the transaction if the desired award is not available when you are ready to book it. 

I also use my points to book travel on the Bank’s award travel booking site, which usually gives me a 20-

35% bonus of extra points to ‘pay’ for my travel depending with the card. 
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A few of the more popular reward programs are American Express Membership Rewards, Capital One 

Venture Rewards, and Chase Ultimate Rewards. There are new cards popping up daily, but currently, I’m 

focusing my everyday spending onto my four Chase credit cards.  

Also, when redeeming free travel for hotel and airfare awards, there may be a tax applied. Here’s how 

you can still get these awards for free; simply deduct the amount of the tax with the statement credit. Many 

credit cards offer this, not just for taxes, but for ANY charge to your account. 

Many of these cards offer bonus points which are usually enough for a business class seat or two 

economy seats within North America. If you have a favorite points-earning credit card, start using it 

strategically TODAY. If you don’t have one, I suggest the Chase Sapphire Card like I previously used. I 

downgraded this card to a Chase Freedom Unlimited as during the Pandemic, I couldn’t justify the $550 annual 

fee since travel was grounded. 

Keep in mind you will need excellent credit for approval. This usually means no excessive credit card 

debt. Being strategic with how you spend money on everyday purchases can allow virtually everything you buy 

to accrue points for future travel award experiences. 

Here’s intel about me. I cringe when I see people using cash at stores and gas stations, because I know 

they could be earning free travel (or cash back) for their purchases in the future. However, please BE 

RESPONSIBLE with this strategy. Do not purchase things you cannot afford simply to accrue points and miles. 

The last thing you want is to end up in debt which means you won’t have discretionary income to spend at your 

destination, if you decide to travel while having excessive debt. 

The nice thing is, many of these cards come with some AMAZING travel perks such as private escapes 

at the airport and luxury hotel offers which I’ll cover later on. 

  

https://www.travliq.com/q/chasesapphire
https://www.travliq.com/q/chaseunlimited
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[ P l a y  N o .  4 ]  L O U N G E  B E F O R E  Y O U  F L Y  

 
o you take advantage of the airport lounges before or after your flight? If not, you could be missing 

out on one of the most stress-free options to begin or end your flight. For those of you that have 

never used the airport lounges, let me give you the tea. These lounges offer a relaxing escape within 

the airport and increased comfort beyond the typical seats at the gate area. Many have private 

rooms for meetings, showers, complimentary hot and cold hors d'oeuvres, beer, wine, spirts, real-time flight 

updates on the monitors and much more 

In the late 1930’s, American Airlines opened the first airport lounge known as the Admiral’s Club. It was a 

promotion to attract customers flying in the business and first-class cabins. Other legacy carriers followed suit 

and opened their branded lounges. Remember how I said earlier there were some fabulous travel perks to 

being a member of a bank’s credit card program?  

D 



      PASSPORT LOVERS PLAYBOOK 
 
 

                                  Copyright © www.TravLiQ.com  10 | #travliq 

Well, if you are a member of American Express Membership Rewards or Chase Ultimate Rewards, you 

can get complimentary access to independent airport lounges. American Express has their own Centurion 

lounges which is just for their members. Chase and other banks offer membership to a lounge program. It’s 

called Priority Pass which operates thousands of independent airport lounges around the world.  

Access is complementary for you and one guest. Keep in mind that terms change often, so call ahead to 

see if there’s a guest charge. If you have others with you, there’s an extra charge for them. Just to be clear, 

many of the legacy airlines that operate their own lounges are not affiliated with the Priority Pass program. 

However, Centurion lounges by American Express are fabulous and exclusively for – you guessed it, American 

Express Membership Reward members. 

Now I really L-O-V-E these airport lounges because they provide an opportunity to de-stress and relax 

after going through security. And let’s face it, who doesn’t look complimentary snacks and beverages? Plus, it 

offers a somewhat private escape considering that post pandemic travel has peaked. Private spaces are 

considered a new trend in luxury travel. And sometimes, just the peace and quiet is a welcome relief from the 

masses that many large airports attract. So, consider arriving early to enjoy the lounge before your flight 

departs. And unfortunately, if your flight is delayed, the lounges can help you cope in comfort when SHIFT 

happens. 

If for whatever reason you feel a Priority Pass membership is not for you, you can purchase a day pass 

or a pay-per-use option. Google whether the airports you will be traveling through offer day passes and the 

fees. These fees will vary depending on the airport and amenities offered. 

  

https://www.travliq.com/q/pp
https://www.travliq.com/q/pp
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[ P l a y  N o .  5 ]  C R U I S E  T O  E X P E N S I V E  D E S T I N A T I O N S  
 

ruising has certainly taken a hit during the pandemic. But as cruises get back to welcoming guests, it is 

one of my favorite types of travel and it is a fabulous way to enjoy a luxury vacation. This is because 

you get to visit several destinations and you only have to unpack one time.  

That's definitely an advantage. This is in addition to the amazing value that cruising offers such as meals 

and snacks, entertainment and activities. Although you may only have the opportunity to visit a port for several 

hours, consider cruising as a sampler vacation and an affordable way to visit and briefly experience various 

destinations without committing your entire budget to staying in one place.  

C 
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Another huge benefit of cruising is the advantage to see destinations that are traditionally expensive. 

“Yes Bermuda, I see you!” Bermuda is an extremely expensive island in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. Its 

claim to fame are the pink sand beaches. And yes, they are absolutely beautiful, but this destination requires a 

‘baller-baller’ and fat wallet.  

If you absolutely must-see Bermuda and her incredibly pink sand beaches and want to avoid paying an 

average of $900 a night for a 4-star hotel in the Summer, consider taking a cruise. Most of the cruise ships 

embark from New York City or Boston and they tend to dock in Bermuda for 3 to 4 days or more depending on 

the itinerary and cruise length. And as a bonus, you get to enjoy all the on-board activities, amenities and the 

destination as well.  
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You get to use the ship as a floating hotel and save money on exorbitant hotel nightly rates during the 

Summer months. You can use this strategy to travel to destinations such as Europe, the Pacific Islands, Africa, 

Australia and others. Doing so may help to alleviate some of the logistics in more exotic locations. 

Do you want a luxury cruise experience? Who doesn’t? Consider upgrading to some of the options many 

of today’s cruise lines now offer. NCL offers the haven, and it is divine. Celebrity has the lawn club and Holland 

America offers cabanas, which I absolutely enjoyed.  I enjoyed the cabanas even more as I used my points to 

‘pay’ for them ahead of the sailing. I simply had enough points to receive a statement credit. That’s the beauty 

of cash back cards that accrue points and miles. 

This is one cruise I used a splurge/save strategy which we talked about earlier. I booked hubby and I in 

an inside cabin on Holland America’s Eurodam. However, I also booked that super-sweet cabana for the entire 

week I mentioned earlier. We spent most of the days lounging and enjoying the fabulous butler service. 

Champagne and chocolate covered strawberries anyone? It must be three o’clock.  

And I saved money by booking an inside cabin. This was one of our most memorable cruises even 

though we had an inside cabin. I think the extra service from the cabanas kicked it into high gear. 

Another option is to research some of the luxury all-inclusive cruise lines. They include gratuities, 

alcoholic beverages, Wi-Fi and more. Many of the mainstream cruise lines have a plethora of add-on charges 

which can quickly pile up. Sometimes, a luxury all-inclusive cruise line may be a better overall value as all of your 

costs are paid up-front and there are no surprises at the end of your cruise. 
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[ P l a y  N o .  6 ]  H I R E  P R I V A T E  C A R  S E R V I C E  
 

his is my absolute favorite way to arrive in style and feel like a celebrity. I know, I said I L-O-V-E the 

airport lounges, but I really LOVE black car service as well. There is nothing more welcoming than 

exiting the airport and having a chauffeur standing there with your name in bold letters on an iPad 

for all the world to see. It makes you feel like a total VIP sliding into the back seat on the way to your 

hotel. Don’t forget your sunglasses to complete the look! 

This experience is at your disposal and is especially convenient when you arrive in a foreign destination 

after a long flight and the driver is standing outside the arrival area with your name on an iPad. Yasssss. Plus, it's 

delightful to have someone address you personally and assist you with your luggage. You can arrange this 

service with your hotel as many five-star hotels offer this service.  

Call ahead and compare the rate they offer. The convenience is wonderful; however, it may be more 

cost-effective to arrange it on your own with a service that specializes in ground transportation. Just google 

T 
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limousine companies that offer black-car service from your arrival airport or splurge with Uber Black. And here’s 

something interesting, car service/uber black does not cost that much more than a traditional taxi or Ride 

Share at the airport. Again, check the rates, and decide if this is an area you want to employ the save/splurge 

strategy. 

If you prefer to rent a car, here are two of my favorite car companies for enjoying luxury cars at your 

destination. Hertz and Sixt. They offer luxury car rentals at many airports around the world. Sixt does not have 

as many locations as Hertz. Plus, as a loyal Hertz member, you can check in online and they will have the car 

parked right out-front waiting for you, with the keys inside, ready to drive away. No standing in line, just drive 

and go. Fiyahhhh! Don’t forget looking into sites like Turo that rents cars from private owners. 

I have rented a Hummer on a couple of occasions, once in Florida since it was a special occasion. Also, 

when you’re at the rental car counter, ask if there any specials available. The Hummer was fabulous, I felt totally 

invincible in that vehicle. I’ve also rented a BMW, a Mercedes and a Volvo convertible which I loved and wanted 

to steal. Just kidding. I really wanted to keep that car and remember how my cheeks were hurting from smiling 

driving that convertible-top Volvo. Consider black-car service or a luxury rental car to enjoy upscale 

transportation.  

Don’t forget about ridesharing services such as Lyft and Uber and their equivalent companies outside of 

the United States. Depending on the country you’re visiting, research ahead of time these services. Uber has the 

option for Black Car services, so consider that as an option. 
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[ P l a y  N o .  7 ]  B R A N D  L O Y A L T Y  P A Y S  O F F  
 

any of you ”travLiQers” have membership or loyalty programs with several different hotel, airline 

and car rentals companies. And this is a good thing. However, it may not be the most effective or 

fastest strategy to earn travel awards. Here's why. If you have membership points and miles split 

among several travel companies, it becomes increasingly difficult to accumulate enough miles or points to 

redeem for award travel. 

Here’s where being brand loyal pays off. My new favorite hotel brand is Hyatt. They have several 

properties in their portfolio which provides lots of diversity. You may receive perks for being a member of that 

particular program. You may get guaranteed late check-out, room upgrades and club level/executive access 

at hotels. And you may be offered premium class upgrades and free checked baggage, or priority boarding 

with your preferred airline. If there’s a small difference in price between choosing your preferred travel provider 

M 
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and another less expensive option with a competitor, go with the brand you normally use. The points or miles 

you earn for flying or staying can go a long way for future travel perks and rewards.  

Also check to see if your bank’s credit card reward program offers any perks for its members. I use my 

Chase credit card which provides access to The Visa Signature Luxury Collection. This program offers 

preferred rates, room upgrades and food and beverage credit among other things. Plus, you’ll be recognized as 

a VIP Guest which offers upgrades if available, all depending on the property. 

 

  

https://www.travliq.com/q/chasesapphire
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[ P l a y  N o .  8 ]  B O O K  C L U B - L E V E L  R O O M S  
 

his is perhaps one of the most effective ways that you can enjoy a luxury hotel experience on a 

budget. By the way, aren’t you loving how you can travel in style and not break the bank? I certainly 

do. OK, back to the tips. Book concierge or club level rooms at the hotel for an upscale experience. This 

room category has some fabulous perks that may justify the cost. The first thing that comes to mind is 

complimentary Wi-Fi. Now I don’t understand why 1 and 2-star hotels offer free Wi-Fi, yet 4 and 5-star hotels 

charge a fee for it. Umm… make it make sense.  

The hotel lounges are simply a private retreat that are only available to preferred guests of the hotel. 

That’s you Beautiful! If at all possible, at check-in, ask if you can have a room on the same floor as the lounge. It’s 

T 
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a super convenient as you have the lounge and your room on the same floor. This way, you avoid taking the 

elevator or stairs when you just want a bottle of water and a quick snack. 

Most will offer complimentary breakfast for you and one guest. If there’s more in your party, inquire as 

to what the fee is for them to accompany you in the lounge. Not all, but some of the lounges have an attendant 

just to confirm you have access to the lounge.  

Other times, your card-key will be coded so you can have all day access to the lounge. I want you to be 

aware of the difference when it comes to booking club level and regular rooms. For illustration, I’ve used the 

Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile, a fabulous property, by the way so you can see the rate 

difference. As the screenshot shows, there is a price difference of just $15.00 between a regular guest room and 

a club/executive level room. But the value lies in the perks you receive.  

 

https://www.travliq.com/q/mm
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So, if your hotel offers a lounge on site and you have a choice, consider booking the club or concierge 

level room if it makes financial sense. Each hotel will have a different name for these floors with extra special 

amenities, but it basically offers lounge access. Your wallet will love it and be your BFF. 
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[ P l a y  N o .  9 ]  B O O K  L U X U R Y  A L L - I N C L U S I V E S  

 
assss. An all-inclusive resort -- the tried-and-true standby vacation that has been around for decades. 

These properties offer tremendous value and is fuss-free. There are hotel brands that cater 

specifically to families, singles and couples looking for a fun vacation. They range from 2-star up to the 

fabulously luxurious 5-star brands, offering something for everyone. They cater to singles, adults only and multi-

generational families. An added benefit an all-inclusive property offers is reducing some of the stress involved in 

planning a vacation as virtually everything is included for an upfront price. This, is one-and-done, Beautiful! 

Accommodations, transportation, activities, food, soft drinks and alcoholic beverages, entertainment 

and sometimes private airport lounges and gratuities can be had for a pre-arranged upfront price. It just 

depends on the hotel brand you select as certain elements may not be included or will be available for a fee. 

You can do as much as you want or nothing at all. It’s all about you. They offer great value for your money and 
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can save you the time. That’s a luxurious perk in itself. Also, it provides an opportunity to socialize with other 

travelers who share your interests and travel style.  

This is truly affordable luxury. By choosing the resort that aligns with your travel style, you can live large 

without breaking the bank. If you feel these types of vacations may limit your chance to explore the destination, 

you can always use tip no. 2 which is the splurge/save method.  You can check into a hotel at your destination, 

explore and sightsee to your heart’s content. Then when you are all ‘toured-out” check in to an all-inclusive 

resort and live the good life without the guilt of feeling like you have to explore the local area. 

All-inclusive properties make you feel like a baller. I distinctly remember the first time we stayed at 

Sandals Whitehouse in Jamaica. The first evening after a 5-course dinner, I realized my husband was 

subconsciously waiting around for the waiter to bring over a bill. I asked him, “do you want to order something 

else?”, he said, “no, I’m waiting for the check”, 😊 Nope, not here, it’s all paid for ahead of time. So, indulge in an 

all-inclusive resort, but first, do some research and choose a property that best fits your lifestyle, personality 

and travel needs.  

However, know your vacation habits. If you are not heavy drinkers and only eat your main meal once a 

day while snacking lightly throughout the day, an all-inclusive may actually cost you money. So, compare the 

costs of what it would cost without drinks and meals and see which is a better option. 

And last but not least, there's a sneaky psychological benefit to staying at an all-inclusive property. 

Because your travel expenses have already been paid for, you perceive that it is free, which it’s most certainly 

not, since you already paid upfront. But it allows you to enjoy things a wee bit more. You know the saying “the 

best things in life are free”. 

 

  

https://www.travliq.com/q/jamaica
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[ P l a y  N o .  1 0 ]  R E G I S T E R  F O R  G L O B A L  E N T R Y  
 

lobal Entry is a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) program that allows expedited clearance 

for pre-approved, low-risk travelers upon arrival in the United States. As a member, you enter the 

United States through automatic kiosks at select airports. There’s no need to wait around in lines 

after arriving back home from an international destination. Keep in mind that not all airports participate in the 

program. All you need to do is follow the signs and proceed to the Global Entry kiosks.  

Then scan your machine-readable passport or U.S. permanent resident card, place your fingerprints on 

the scanner for fingerprint verification and complete a customs declaration. The kiosk issues you a transaction 

receipt and directs you to the baggage claim area and the exit. You must first be pre-approved for the Global 

Entry program. All applicants undergo a rigorous background check and in-person interview before enrollment. 

G 
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While Global Entry’s goal is to speed travelers through the process, don’t be alarmed if you are selected 

for further examination when entering the United States. Any violation of the program’s terms and conditions 

will result in the appropriate enforcement action and termination of your membership privileges. 

Another nice benefit of Global Entry is automatic membership with TSA Precheck. This allows you to 

have a streamlined security experience. If you’re planning to take the family to Walt Disney World in Florida, the 

lines at the Orlando International Airport can rival the lines in the park. I was literally able to zip through security 

in LESS. THAN. A. MINUTE. Totally awesome! You can find current fees here as well as begin the application 

process. 

If you have a premium credit card with either American Express or Chase, this time-saving perk is 

complimentary. Once you apply for Global Entry and they charge the fee to your Amex or Chase credit card, 

the fee is reversed and you will receive a credit for the application cost. THAT right there is lit! If you choose not 

to enroll in any of the above programs, you can download the free Mobile Passport App from the US 

government and complete it before clearing customs. 

  

https://www.travliq.com/q/cbp
https://www.travliq.com/q/chasesapphire
https://www.travliq.com/q/mopa
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[ B o n u s  P l a y ]  U P G R A D E  W I T H  A W A R D  P O I N T S  
 

hat is the difference between economy and premium class air travel? I believe the main difference 

is the legroom in each category as well as the additional amenities offered onboard. Consider the 

priceless benefit is that you get off the airplane rested and relaxed as opposed to roughing it in the 

economy cabin. It is a pleasurable way to fly. In this bonus section, I’ll share a few tips you can use to fly 

premium class on a budget. Research the time to fly when business travelers aren’t traveling. Holidays are a 

good time to travel in business class along with Saturdays and Sundays when these business travelers are 

home.  

Another way is to upgrade on the day of travel. Many airlines now offer same-day upgrades if there is 

space. You can use expertflyer.com to see what seats are available and get an overview what your chances 

are of being able to upgrade at the gate that same day. With their Seat Alerts® feature, you can be notified 

when a business class or first-class seat you want becomes available.  

W 

https://www.travliq.com/q/expert
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When you approach the gate agent, be polite and patient when inquiring about same-day upgrades. 

Most of the time, same-day upgrades will usually be the difference between the original fare you paid and the 

cost of the upgraded class seat you want. But keep in mind there may be special offers available prior to 

departure, so it never hurts to ask.  

Another option is to consider flying on low-cost airlines. They may not have the operating expenses as 

legacy carriers and you can usually find business class seats at a great rate. Sometimes, it’s beneficial to use 

points to upgrade, but this is where you have to decide what is important to you. If it makes sense for your 

situation and you have enough points, go ahead and sit up front.  

When you complete your airline booking, check and see if your desired airline has an auction for 

premium fares. This is where you get to place a bid for an upgrade through the airline’s auction system. Earlier I 

shared Tip No. 7 which is about being brand loyal to your favorite travel provider. This can sometimes pay-off in 

asking about complimentary upgrades. Remember to dress the part for the cabin you want to be upgraded to. 

Also, remember that most credit card sign-on bonuses are usually enough to redeem for a business class fare 

award within north America.  

And don’t forget to keep an eye out for sales. You can search for offers and amazing deals on business 

class fares. So, it may be worth it to get an idea of what fares are currently being offered for your destination. 

And to protect your hard-earned coin, consider purchasing travel insurance to protect you in case the 

worst happens. You can purchase it when you make your travel arrangements, but this convenience will cost 

you. If you find a great deal on your travel plans and want to enjoy peace of mind, consider a travel insurance 

policy. 

  

https://www.travliq.com/q/search
https://www.travliq.com/q/ins
https://www.travliq.com/q/ins


      PASSPORT LOVERS PLAYBOOK 
 
 

                                  Copyright © www.TravLiQ.com  27 | #travliq 

 

Recap of Resources in this Playbook 

• Mobile Passport 

• Priority Pass 

• Expert Flyer 

• Online Search Engines 

• Chase Sapphire  

• Chase Unlimited 

• Global Entry 

• Squaremouth Travel Insurance 

https://www.travliq.com/q/mopa
https://www.travliq.com/q/pp
https://www.travliq.com/q/expert
https://www.travliq.com/q/search
https://www.travliq.com/q/chasesapphire
https://www.travliq.com/q/chaseunlimited
https://www.travliq.com/q/cbp
https://www.travliq.com/q/ins

